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The Message of Christmas

“And the Word become flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and

truth.” John 1:14

“And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the
law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus

Christ.” John 1:16-17

I’'m reminded of a quote by Bill Johnson, “Jesus Christ is perfect theol-
ogy.” If you hear something taught or believe something that wasn't
represented in Jesus’ actions or words then it's not representative of the
Father. Think about it. How many storms did Jesus bless in order to
bring destruction as judgment so people would turn to Him? How many
sicknesses did He put on people so that they could learn some lesson
from it? How many times did He send famine on a group of people
because of their sins? How many times did He condemn people because

they had broken the law?

Jesus Christ was the Word become flesh. He was the exact
representation of God’s glory to us. He was the complete and full reve-
lation and communication, the Word, of who God was and still is to
man. He was full of grace and truth. As we enter into this Christmas
season where we celebrate the birth of Christ it's a celebration of the
Word becoming flesh and dwelling among us. It’s a celebration of God’s
grace and truth coming to the World to set us free and reveal the Fa-
ther’s love for us. Whenever you have an encounter with God’s grace it
is not an encounter with some abstract idea but literally an encounter
with Jesus Christ himself because, while the law was given through
Moses, grace came through Jesus Christ. Literally grace has come to us
in and through the person of Jesus Christ.

When the woman caught in the act of adultery in John chapter
eight was condemned according to the Law of Moses grace came to her
in the person of Jesus Christ. How? Because Jesus took her guilt, her
iniquities, her transgression of the law and gave her His grace, His
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mercy, His righteousness. “And of His fullness we have all received, and
grace for grace.” How was He able to do this, give the woman grace and
mercy instead of condemnation and judgment, and satisfy the righteous
requirement of the Law? It was because He was on the way to the cross
to pay the penalty for her lawlessness that she might receive grace. This
is the message the world needs to hear. This is the “Word” sent from
heaven. This is the perfect and exact representation of who the Father
is. This is what we are to celebrate in this season. Grace entering the
world through Jesus Christ. “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish

but have everlasting life.”

My Mind thinks back to last Christmas. April and | had the
wonderful privilege of visiting Manhattan during the holiday season. What
a joy and awesome experience it was. | had been to New York City
many times growing up but never during Christmas and for April it was
her first trip. We took the subway from Long Island and came up near
Central Park next to 5™ Avenue and the Plaza Hotel. We saw the sites
of the city adorned with all the Christmas lights. We visited Rockefeller
Center and saw the Christmas tree. We even went inside Macy’s and yes
sat on Santa’s lap. But one of the most amazing and thought provoking
moments is when we went into Grand Central Station at rush hour. As
we stood on a ledge half way up the stairway and overlooked the main
terminal there was quite an amazing site to see. It looked as if a seething
mass of humanity was hustling and bustling in every which direction.

Most dressed in grey or black with heads down and walking swiftly to
their destination. | know that New York is known as a no nonsense
hustle and bustle business place but it was almost if you could see the
burden upon the people as they hurried through the terminal. | began to
think how many people are weighed down by the “Holiday Season” with
the stresses of life, the stretching of finances, and rat race to get the
perfect gifts for each of the loved ones in their lives. How easily it is to
race through the holidays and not be able to really receive the whole
meaning of the message. Not a jolly fat man promoting consumerism but
a Christ child to bring life and grace into the World. | thought how many
of them needed to hear the message that Christ hasn’t

come into the world to condemn the world, but that the —
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world through Him might be saved. It's at moments
like this | feel overwhelmed with the thought of how
can we possibly reach so many lost people. When my
heart feels the urgency to share the message with
each person | run across that doesn’t know the hope
of the gospel. It's at
these moments | wish
| could get on a super-
natural megaphone
that would resound
the message of truth
into the hearts of
everyone in the build-
ing... and the world
for that matter. As |
was looking over the &%
sea of people at a little
after five pm in Grand
Central Station this
was the burden of my
heart as | was moved
with compassion to
bring to people the
message of grace... the message of the Christ. Have
you ever felt that feeling? | believe it is rooted in the
heart of God and is the source of what birthed the
very first Christmas and is still the resounding heart

cry for the world during Christmas even today.

Why, you might ask? Because for those
who are lost in the hustle and bustle of crowded
department stores and the seething masses of inpa-
tient, stressed out people jamming the streets the day
after thanksgiving to get the holiday shopping done in
advance, they fly right through this season without
truly understanding the very essence of the meaning.
They are lost to think its all about eggnog, lavishing

materialism upon each other, or about being with
family. The problem is that the eggnog wears off leav-
ing hangovers, the gifts are thrown into a closet after
putting a heap of dept upon maxed out credit cards,
and families are broken, messed up, and some even in
pain from the loss of a
@, family member in this
merry season. So
what is the true mes-
sage of Christmas to
the world? Hope.
Hope in the fact that
our Heavenly Father
would send His Son
into this chaotic sin
defiled world to re-
deem mankind back to
Himself. Hope in the
i fact that He sent His

#l Son not as a royal
prince of this world
born in an extravagant
palace, but as a humble
child born in a manger, heralded to simple shepherds,
sent to suffer and die in my place. Hope in the fact
that when the world moves faster than | can keep up
with | know the Christ of the manger, the Christ of
the cross, and the Christ of the resurrection that
brings me victory in the storm and peace with my
Father in Heaven... even through my mistakes. And
finally, hope that those who are in the whirlwind of life
being swept towards the flames of hell, oblivious to
the true symbol of Christmas, not a tree but a nativity
scene, can be rescued from this present evil age and

brought into His marvelous light—BN

Send us your prayer requests & Testimonies!

April and | would love to pray for you and to hear testimonies of
what God has done in your life through our ministry.

E-mail us at: BNM@BenNaughton.com

BNM lItinerary

Morning Star Church 1 1/22
(tentative) -24
Huntley, IL

First Assembly Corner- 1/31
stone

Ft. Myers, FL

Hollywood First As- 2/8

sembly -9
Hollywood, FL

2/18
-20

Full Gospel Christian
Center
Port Jefferson, NY

Continue to check our
website for some excit-
ing news coming soon

and for any itinerary
additions that may arise
www.BenNaughton.com

MiniDV Camcorder—
$350

Prayer Points

< Anointing and Open
Heavens for Signs, Won-
ders, and Miracles

» For the Fires of Revival to
be released in each

church we minister

* Necessary finances to
come in to do all God is

calling us to do

« Hedge of Protection
around Ben & April

* Ben & April to have
greater intimacy with the
Lord
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